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ported to have declared, with the evident intention that it
should be reported in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that
Germany would support the Dual Monarchy through thick
and thin, whatever should be decided against Serbia, . . .
The sooner Austria attacked the better. Yesterday would
have been better than today; today would be better than to-
. morrow. Even if the German press, which is wholly anti-
Serbian today, should preach again in favor of peace, Vienna
should not allow herself 'to be in doubt that the [German]
Emperor and Empire would stick unconditionally to Aus-
tria-Hungary. One Great Power cannot speak more clearly
to another than this." 61
Again on July 6, the moment he received from Berlin
Szogyeny's version of the interviews with the Kaiser and
Bethmann, Berchtold had Forgach forward the news to
Tisza,62 and for Tuesday, July 7, he summoned a Minis-
terial Council to approve the repressive measures in Bosnia
and the warlike action against Serbia which he desired.
Before the Council met, he arranged for a preliminary
meeting, including himself, Tisza and Stiirgkh, the Premiers
respectively of Hungary and Austria, Tschirschky, and also
Hoyos, who had just come back from Berlin and was one
of the most active instigators for war with Serbia. Hoyos
read aloud the two despatches from Szogyeny and a memo-
randum of his own talk with Zimmermann. Berchtold
61 Austrian Foreign Office Journal No. 3117; Gooss, p. 40, n. 1. How
far Tschirschky was correctly reported here, and how far his words were
twisted by Berchtold and his agents for their own purposes does not
appear. Even if correctly reported, Tschirschky was evidently giving ex-
pression merely to his own personal views, for there is no indication in
any of the documents that he had at this time received from Berlin
any instructions to this effect; and if he had received instructions he would
certainly .have stated them officially to Berchtold, who would have
been only too glad to emphasize the fact to Francis Joseph and Tisza.
For Tschirschky's genuine views, given on June 30, July 2 and 3,—
expressions of Austro-German solidarity, coupled with warnings against
any hasty and reckless steps which would disturb the general European
situation, see KJD., 7, 11; A.R.B., I, 3; and above, at notes 14 and 15.
«2 Forgach to Tisza, July 6, 1:30 P. M,; Gooss, p. 65.

